Assignment 2 Guidelines
The module will be assessed by a 3,000-word research proposal that demonstrates you have reflected upon the issues and process involved in research design. 
The proposal should consist of:
· The Title
· An introduction (The background of the topic/An overview; the statement of the problem; the rationale and the significance; the research purpose/aim; the research questions/objectives/hypotheses)
· A critical review of the related literature (at least 10 studies) and a brief account on the theory/theories that might underpin the proposed investigation.
· Justification of the methods to be used (research type/approach; paradigm/world view; instruments; the setting; sampling; data analysis; ethics)
· A time plan showing how you intend to carry out the research
· A reference list.
· An annotated list of suggested bibliographic sources which have not been used in the paper (NB 1. This annotated list should be grouped into relevant and appropriately titled ‘themes’, 2. This does not count in the overall word count).
· An appendix of instruments. 
Further details and criteria
This is not the first part of the text of your dissertation. It is a planning document. Within the MEd programme it is not possible to re-present material for assessment twice. Thus, although your finished work will contain an outline, a methods section, a review of the literature etc. these sections in the final document will not be a simple “cut and paste” from this proposal. The outlines here are short summaries of what you intend to do.
The Title
This should be as focused as is possible at this point in time, but please note that it may and probably will change when you finally present your dissertation. As you get into your dissertation, you will find other areas, directions which you may want to follow and this will alter the exact focus of your study. For part-time students, there may even be a change of topic.
The introduction
This part should provide an overview of the topic you are considering, a statement of the problem section, a clear account on the significance of and the rationale behind the proposed study, the general aim/purpose of the study, and the specific research questions/ objectives/ hypotheses.

A critical review of related literature and theories

This part should introduce the conceptual framework (the definitions of the main concepts), the theoretical framework (at least one theory and/or one model that underpins your topic of choice), and a critical account on at least 10 sources that are related to the intended investigation. This part should conclude with a brief statement on the anticipated value of the proposed research in light of the existing body of literature. 
An outline of the methods to be used
This section should present a brief, yet clear account on the research design, the approach (qualitative, quantitative, mixed-methods), paradigm/world view (positivism, interpretivism, pragmatism), the strategies and the instruments to be used (observations, interviews, experiments), clear accounts on the setting and the sampling, an explanation of how the data will be analysed and validated, and an account on the possible ethical considerations. This should be a presentation of the methods and techniques you are going to use to investigate/explore the questions you have set yourself and the reason why you have chosen these particular methods (i.e. why these methods are particularly relevant to the sort of data you want to examine. 
A time plan showing how you are going to carry out the research
This should be a plan of the stages of your dissertation showing at which point you will carry out the various tasks involved, from the design of the instruments, the collection of data, the background reading to the final writing up of your thesis. This can be in the form of a GANNT chart, but this is not essential.
A reference list
In this list, you make sure that all the works cited in your paper are stated according to BUiD referencing guidelines. 
An annotated list of suggested bibliographic sources which have been/will be used.
This is a preliminary list of sources which you intend to examine for your literature review. It should be organised thematically (see outline above) and then alphabetically within the themes. It should contain the full bibliographic reference to the article/book, followed by a brief description of the contents and the reason why you intend to use the source. With books, for example, you may wish to highlight specific chapters which are relevant. You may also want to include other documentary sources (e.g. school/national policy documents) as well as published articles/books. 
This bibliography will not be assessed solely on quantity, but on quality of theme selection and rationale for inclusion. Although much of the information you will use will be derived from abstracts, book blurbs etc. it is not acceptable merely to “cut and paste” such information into your notes. Such actions will be penalized heavily.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Note the following questions you might use:
· What was the purpose of the material? 
· Is the work an overview of your topic, or does it present one aspect? 
· What type of writing is used: essay based on opinion, factual account based on research, personal narrative based on experience? 
· Is there a relationship between other of your sources (did one influence another)? 
· How much information on your topic did you get from the source? 
· Did the source lead you to ideas or issues you might not have considered? 
· Did the source lead you to other, perhaps better, sources? 
· When was the material published? 
· What is the author's particular point of view? 

